46                                      DIARY OF                           Feb. 21-23
be passed. Among other talk this evening, my lady did speak concerning Commissioner Pett's calling the present King bastard, and other high words heretofore; and Sir W. Batten did tell us, that he did give the Duke or Mr. Coventry an account of that and other like matters in writing under oath, of which I was ashamed, and for which I was sorry, but I see there is an absolute hatred never to be altered there, and Sir J. Minnes, the old coxcomb, has got it by the end, which troubles me for the sake of the King's service, though I do truly hate the expressions laid to him. To my office and set down this day's Journal!, and so home with my mind out of order, though not very sad with it, but ashamed for myself something, and for the honour of the office much more. So home and to bed.
22d (Lord's day). Lay long in bed and went not out all day; but after dinner to Sir W. Batten's and Sir W. Pen's, where discoursing much of yesterday's trouble and scandal; but that which troubled me most was Sir J. Minnes coming from Court,at night, and instead of bringing great comfort from thence (but I expected no better from him), he tells me that the Duke and Mr. Coventry make no great matter of it. So at night discontented to prayers, and to bed.
23d. Up by times; and not daring to go by land, did
(Griffin going along with me for fear), slip to White Hall
by water; where to Mr. Coventry, and, as we used to do,
to the Duke; the other of my fellows being come.    But we
said nothing of our business, the Duke being sent for to
the King, that he could not stay to speak with us.    This
morning came my Lord Windsor1 to kiss the Duke's hand,
being returned from Jamaica.    He tells the  Duke, that
from such a degree of latitude going thither he begun to
be sick, and was never well till his coming so far back again,
and then presently begun to be well.    He told the Duke of
their taking the fort of St.Jago, upon Cuba, by his men;
but, upon the whole, I believe that he did matters like a
young lord, and was weary of being upon service out of his
own country, where he might have pleasure.    For methought
it was a shame to see him this very afternoon, being the
tirst day of his coming to town, to be at a playhouse.
1 See ante, February i3th, 1662-63. of Westminster Abbey, September 23rd, 1673. lie left the bulk of his property to Dorothy Dennis and his three children by her who bore his name. (See Chester's "Westminster Abbey Registers," p. 182.)mething and to prepare businesses for                      ||
